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Newsletter February 2012 
Dear Parents and Carers,
The half term seems to have flown by very quickly and all of a sudden we are breaking up. Snow disruption hasn’t been as severe as last year and we are grateful for that! It didn’t even diminish the fantastic turnout for the PTAs Pig Racing Night last Saturday although the trip home for many was a bit hairy!  It has been a busy half term with lots of extra activities going on. Today we will all be getting a bit of Latin American spirit as we join the whole school Zumba session. I am yet to go in but it looks exhausting – and fun!
Marie Curie Coffee Morning Friday 2nd March 2012 8.30am to 10.00am. [image: image3.png]



Come and join us in the Junior Hall between 8.30am and 10.00am and help us raise funds for this worthy charity.
We will be serving: Fresh Coffee, Tea, squash, Croissants, toast and home baked breakfast muffins. Everyone welcome, please tell your friends and family.

The Book Fair is also on Friday the 2nd of March.  Children will go in to the KS1 Hall to look at the books in their classes.  Parents are welcome to look around before or after school or during the Coffee Morning. There is no obligation to buy a book!  
Mrs Cole. We are delighted that Mrs Cole will be returning to school after ½ term following her maternity leave.  She will share the responsibility with Mrs Bromley for the teaching and learning in 3/4JC/PB.  Mrs Cole will work at the beginning of the week and Mrs Bromley at the end.  
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Year 5 Visit to Yorkshire's Headingly Carnegie Cricket Ground on Wednesday 1st February.  Year 5 were invited to attend an exciting and very informative all day visit to Yorkshire's Headingly Carnegie Cricket Ground. The visit was part of the 'Cricket in the Classroom' initiative run in partnership with Leeds City Council. The day run by Yorkshire County Cricket Coaches focused on

· Numeracy and Literacy 

· Basic skill development - batting, bowling, stopping, throwing, catching 

· Encouragement of Fair Play 

· Activities and games and a quiz

After lunch in the Long Room, normally occupied by members only, the children were given a tour of the cricket stadium and rugby stadium which was being prepped for the Leeds Rhinos first match of the season against Hull KR. They were then able to stand in the footsteps of some famous sportsmen not only in the tunnel but also in the changing rooms and players viewing gallery.

A great time was had by all.
Artist Susan Forbes led an art day at Gateways School.  Samuel, Chloe, Ben, Christopher, Kate, Marcus took part with Mrs Yellow. They were even chauffeured by Gateways’ transport!
They worked with four other local primary schools, learning foremost, team building skills and different techniques such as textile work and fabric painting. The children willingly joined in a group discussion about World War II and all our group were very willing to share information and their knowledge of what they had already learnt. They then went on to design a pattern on paper that they would reproduce on a piece of fabric. They used various resources such a s batik printing inks, fabric paints and pens to reproduce their design. After painting was completed the children added buttons and fabric such as coloured  cotton fabrics , felts, linen, and various threads . We have some fantastic needle workers, boys especially. Well done children you behaved impeccably and are a real credit to our school!
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Art Club for Years 5 and 6 runs on Friday lunchtimes.  If your child is interested they can just turn up on the first Friday back after ½ term.

Lost Property Once again the Lost Property Bin is full.  All items clearly marked with children’s names will have been returned today.  Any remaining items will be held for one week after ½ term.  If they have not been claimed after that time, all items will be recycled.  

Dinner Monies For those parents who pay ½ termly, forecast letters have gone out with your child today. 

Dinner monies are to be paid on the Monday of the week they are to be taken or in advance ½ termly.   We are obliged to bank the money every week, direct to Leeds City Council.  If they do not receive their monies, we are instructed to pass on information about the debt to enable them to collect the funds from parents.  

We hope you have a lovely half term holiday and look forward to seeing you back in school on Monday 20th February for what we are sure will be another very busy few weeks and hopefully an improvement in the weather as we move into Spring.

Yours sincerely

Claire Harrison

	Spring Mid Term
	Friday 10 February 2012
	Monday 20 February 2012

	Easter
	Friday 30 March 2012
	Monday 16 April 2012

	May Bank Holiday
	Friday 4 May 2012
	Tuesday 8 May 2012

	Summer Mid Term
	Friday 1 June 2012
	Monday 11 June 2012

	Summer
	Monday 23 July 2012
	


* At the end of each full term we finish at 2pm, Easter, Christmas & Summer holidays.

School Closed for staff training

Thursday 3rd May 2012
Friday 4th May 2012

Monday 23rd July 2012 
