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Newsletter January 2012
Welcome back and a Happy New Year to all. 
ICT Ambassadors We are very proud of our 4 children who are currently being trained as ICT Ambassadors with other children from our family of schools at Collingham Primary. The pupils are learning about the most up to date forms of technology and will then share their new skills with staff and children at Deighton Gates. Last term they were exploring using digital leaflets and we are waiting to find out what it will be this time! We are looking to update some of our ICT provision this year so watch this space!
Door opening times We are making a concerted effort to open the doors on time at the end of the school day as we realise that sometimes we slip and can be a little late. Please can we make sure that children are in school promptly each morning. The doors open at 8.45am and should close at 8.55am so that we can take the registers. If you arrive after 8.55 please come to the office with your child for a late pass. This will enable lessons to start on time.

Can we also please encourage your children to be as independent as possible and say goodbye to them outside at the door from Year1 up? The cloakrooms are not big enough for the children to get in safely and calmly when there are lots of parents. If children need some support our staff are more than willing to help them. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Tiling – A big thank you to Mr Daniels who tiled the Year 6 sink area.  He made a smashing job, making the classroom a brighter place to be.
What is Makaton?
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Makaton is a unique language programme which can be used as an approach for the teaching of communication, language and literacy skills. It consists of a core vocabulary of 450 concepts and a resource vocabulary of 11000+ concepts. It is always used with speech and does not replace it. There are also symbols available to match all the signs. These are black and white line drawings. The signs originate from British Sign Language.

People are often now familiar with Makaton, as it is used on the popular CBeebies programme, ‘Something Special’ with Justin and Mr Tumble! We are also learning some signs in school.
Further information on Makaton is available on the website www.makaton.org
Class assembly: Friday 27th January 6VM

Friday 3rd February Reception

Class assemblies start at 9.15 am and we would love you to join us in class for a coffee and a chat afterwards. We do hope you can come. 
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Deighton Gates Choir is a  hit! – Here is an excerpt from a letter sent to Miss Greenwood from the Wetherby Lions  “Thanks so much for taking part in our Dickensian event last Saturday. Both you and your choir were brilliant and you now have new fans in the Lions, Emergency Services and many Wetherby residents! Would you all like to perform at the event in 2012? (we hope you will) We will be writing to the children at school early in the new year to thank them.”

In and around school Please can we all ensure that children keep to the paths around school and that they don’t go on the grass whilst the weather is damp and whilst the bulbs are growing. The bulbs that the children planted in memory of September 11th are being trampled as children come into and leave school by the main gate. Also mud is being brought into school as children cut the corners and carpets are very difficult to clean. Please can parents please also ensure that children do not go on the trim trail before and after school as there are no staff supervising. Children are not allowed to climb on the brick metre shed at the front of the school.
Attendance We have recently received a flurry of requests for holidays over the next 2 terms. The Governors recognise that for some families it cannot be avoided but losing learning time will have an impact on the progress that children make. The Government have changed the measures that they now judge persistent absence in schools  from 20% to 15%. A 10 day holiday is over 5% missing from learning time. At the moment, we authorise holidays up to 10 days but this is not a statutory right. Whilst we understand that holidays are more expensive out of term-time, please can I ask parents to avoid taking children out during schooltime.
Chinese New Year Celebration Menu - for children on school meals, the menu on 26th of January will be as follows:
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Chicken Chow Mein

Or 

Chinese Stir Fried Vegetables in Sweet and Sour Sauce

Boiled Rice or Chips

                       Vanilla Ice Cream served with Manderin Oranges and a fortune Cookie
