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WELCOME TO YEAR 2
The Year 2 Team

                          Miss Shedlow



Mrs Lawson
The Curriculum

All subjects in the National Curriculum are taught across the school, including Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PHSCE).  
The children will continue to follow the Read Write Inc reading scheme and will develop their writing across a range of genres.  During these sessions children will be grouped according to ability.  
In maths we follow the National Numeracy strategy, using the Abacus scheme of work to support maths teaching. Please feel free to ask for advice on how we teach mathematical concepts. The approach to maths has changed over recent years and we are keen to keep you informed so that we can maintain consistency if you help your child at home. 
An overview of the year has been planned which will be flexible in order to respond to the children’s interests and needs. We adopt a creative curriculum with topic based teaching and learning. This term our topic is ‘Amazing Animals’. We will be investigating the life processes of different animals and finding out what special features they have developed in order to help them live successfully in their habitat. We will producing animal-themed art and composing music and dances to represent different species. 

If any children would like to bring items in to school that are related to our topic please encourage them to do so. 
Visits

We like to give first hand opportunities whenever possible, this may be through using the local environment, inviting visitors in to talk and/ or to demonstrate their skills and knowledge. 
There will be one main trip related to a topic we cover, this is yet to be planned. Payment for this trip will be extra to the school fund money which goes towards theatre productions, workshops and any outside agencies. 
                                                              Assessment
We continually assess the progress that your child is making through discussions, marking work, questioning and observation. However at the end of Year 2 the children undergo more formal assessment in Reading, Writing and Numeracy are given a level according to the National Curriculum. They also undertake national tests know as SATs. These tests are used only as a way of moderating teacher assessment. The children are not told about the SATs by school staff in order to keep the assessment as low profile as possible. Teachers often refer to the tests as a piece of “special work”. 

Homework

Read Write Inc - 
            Usually one book a week.

Spelling- 
As they progress, the children undertake weekly spelling tests of words learned in school as part of the Read Write Inc teaching. The children are asked to re-learn at home any words they misspell in the test. In addition, at the back of their spelling books, the children have an individual list of words to learn, known as their spelling log. These are common words the teacher has identified as misspelled when marking their writing. These words should be learned but will not be tested in school. 

Reading-
Library book/Free reader
Children will be given the opportunity to change their book weekly if they have finished it. This will usually happen on Mondays in school time. Alternatively you can change it with your child before
Topic                                    Occasionally the children will be given tasks 

                                             linked to our Topic. 

 Behaviour
We aim to foster a warm, caring atmosphere in a stimulating environment. To this end we must have certain expectations of behaviour. These are made clear to the children at the start of the year through our classroom rules and are reinforced through ‘circle time’ discussions.

We do expect children to do as they are asked and hope that parents will reinforce this at home. Occasional reprimands are inevitable and usually soon forgotten. If there are any more serious concerns about individual behaviour these will be raised by the class teacher with parents.

                                                      PE
PE kit should be in school everyday to facilitate impromptu PE sessions but the timetabled PE lessons will be:
Thursday        -     Indoor P.E  (gymnastics/ dance)                    
Friday             -   Games, often outside 
The PE kit consists of black or red shorts and a PE t-shirt. As games is nearly always outside, weather permitting, children will need to have a pair of trainers and may wish to wear a tracksuit in colder weather. These do not need to be the latest ‘designer wear’ – old trousers and a sweatshirt will do. In winter, spare socks should also be provided.

The only jewellery allowed in school is one pair of stud earrings and a watch. Earrings must be removed or covered with tape before taking part in physical activities and remain the child’s responsibility at all times. Pupils with long hair should have it tied back securely for PE and Games lessons. 

Communication Routes

Any concerns regarding your child should initially be raised with the class teacher or Support Staff. If they cannot be resolved, then a meeting should be arranged with Mrs Evans, one of our Assistant Headteachers. More serious matters should be taken up with the Headteacher, Mrs. Claire Harrison, The Chair of Governors, Mr Charlie King can also be consulted if issues cannot be resolved in school.

Parental Support in School

We always welcome and appreciate any support or offers of help from parents and other members of the community with curriculum and other tasks. If you would like to help in school please speak to one of the members of staff.

We hope that your child has a happy and enjoyable time in Year 2. We will do our up most to ensure this, but there may be times when you or your child have worries or concerns. Please do not hesitate to come and talk to us, as in most cases these problems can be easily solved. The end of the day is better for us to discuss things as we have more time then and once most children have left the classroom, it is usually quieter! If you are unable to get into school to see us, then phone and leave a message with the office staff and we will get back to you as soon as possible.

Thank you for your support.
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